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r·- ���. ;� . . - {�v\P�\� t i' /:� A h � ' :\ � 1 �us little .town, about 200 miles 
.i.i • .  :; .1 et�st uf l•J Paso, 1s the counlv seat of 
iJ ·� t1 J>re�idio County. which is one of the big­
g�':--l col!nt it·� in Tt'xas. But that's not why Tarfa is 
n·nH.•mtwn·d by p:1ssing tra vclers. They remember 
till' town IK'CLlusc of the Gho t Lights. 

Probablv vou ha\'c 3t lc:1st 
hP:1rd abo tit these ligh ts . 
Folk tai<'S about the i\Iarfa 
Ghost Lights go hack a cen­
tury or more. Some people 
wllo hJvc seen them think 
they 're exciting, mysterious. 
unexplainable. Some arc 
even frightened by them. 

Others give the lights a 
grin :wd a shrug. · 

I've been cominrr out to 
this Tr<1ns-Pecos co�r1try for 
many y(•ars and I .never 
fooll'u with looking for the 
l!ghts. But this time I did, :llld I aw them. nnd I have 

to �a\' t!Jp�··rr pretty mvstcriOU";. 
ThTr:s c·t·r·tainl�· no ·secret about where to oo to 

\',::r eh fnr tlwm. /\ bout eight miles east of i\lart-1 on 
l .:�· yo. t�rc �tut� highway department hns put up an 
o:ft�·�al s1gn trll:nv you where to stop, and there's a 
p·:r r.mg �re' un tire south shoulder. · 

:\t 9::{0 on n recent evening, three cars carrying a 
f1.m•n prop le stopped I hrn' and one of the cars was 
mrnr. All of ll" r;ot ou and said hello and laughed at 
ntJr�t·l\· sa little• for bring out there on the road to 
\',:•trillur i:llo:.;t!.v lights in the sky. 

One lady st'cnH'd to ha ve cxpnicnce. She po inted 
off to the �rmth at a great ex panse of pasture Uwt 
slnpps gradu�dly away until dark mountains rise up 
on tlw horizun. The lady said we were looking across 
a lund Jrc:l called i\Iitchcll Flat and this is where the 

, J l ights are sern. 

Two b lm'-grN•n ligltts, miles away, sho\vcd ag:.linst 
the mountaltls and the bdv sJid those W!�re ranch 
lights Jnd tl�ey woult.irt't 111ovc. The Giw.:;t Light� 
mo�.·e, she SJ!d. . 

About 9.<15 a young m:1n unlimbercd J. tripod and 
set up <1 camera and pointed it directiv south from 
the highway. A woman out of a van came hurrvinrT 
along the parking lot, almost running. She said to th� 
mJn wilh the camera, "You'll never see the Ji.-rhts in 
that direction. They're over this way, towa�d the 
railroad signal." 
. 

She point�d to the southwest A red light, blinking 
m the S?Imdarkness, showed where she pointed. I 
thought It. mu�t be five miles away. (It tumed out to 
be more like 10.) "That's the railroad light,'' said the 
van \vom:m. "There's a Ghost Light now, abO\'e it.'' 

The way I figure a Ghost Light ought to look: it 
�ught to be misty and ethereal and glo·.ring. This 
light above the railroad signal looked like a stJr to 
me. An orange s tar. twinkling, but too low for 3 star. 
not but a couple of degrees above the horizon. 

I� moved down, slowly, Jnd travelcd ahove the 
honzon for half a minute and blinked out, just ;�s 
another appeared back at the railroJd signal. This 
one was higher. maybe three degrees. and it nlso 

. moyed to the north. and then down, almost to the 
honzon before it disappe<1rcd. 

Then two appearrd at once . and one of them 
s?emed to d.ivide and its two parts flew along side by 
stde. SometHnes three lights appeared at once and 
danced a bit, in slow molion, and went out, and later 
reappeared where we last saw them. One or two of 
the lights moved from north to south but most moved 
the other �\·ay, from the railroad light toward Marfa. 

And so It \Vent for an hour, a nice performance by 
the Marfa Ghost Lights. . 

No way to tell the size of them because vou can't 
know how far away they are. Some of us had binocu­
lars and saw various colors in the lights but I could 
not. I could see only orange. . · 

. One lady kept saying, "They're flat. They're shaped 
like saucers." I kept studying with the binoculars 
until I saw what she mcanl. I think, e xcept the shape 
seemed to me more pointed, with a hook, like a 
1a_!'pO?n. 


